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To Ail Those About to Vote: 


Dear Sir or Mud urn, 

No doubt* by the time you rend this you will be either irr 
a strife of exasperation or m one of stunned apathy. You lvrJf 
have been bombarded with words, printed and verbal, from 
candidates tmd canvassers, imfiV you irro betfiruling to think that 
Silence i$ indeed golden, and illiteracy, like ignorance, may web 
be bliss! 

Equally wit bout doubt, if you arc it rational being, you wilt 
hare been appalled at the waste of energy and paper which has 
resulted from the frantic efforts of political people to aetpraint 
you of the benefits of full employment, the imVpo'ty of controls, 
the upsurge &f liberalism, or how everything would be wonderful 
d indy Hritain would trade with Russia, If yon are particularly 
unlucky, you may even have been subjected as well to the 
attentions of independent job-seekers, fascists, or members of the 
Socialist Party of Great llritahu 

flow tired you must he of if all! And how right you arc, 
for Qtrtuinly once every five yea is is far too often to be treated 
to all this nonsense. Tor you mustn't think that your apathy is 
a sign of lack of civil responsibility} on the contrary, if is a sign 
of comment ease* Ami instead of compelling yourself to go 
round to the polls, because "it's the right thing to do , why not 
sit at home nod think about how little politicians and tenders 
can really do for us? t Jf ( . 

for it is little enough, isn't If? in spile of "" their hue 
promises, when if realty conics pnivn to if, want cun iruy of 
thetn—frtboitr. Conservative, Idheral, Cominttnist^-ilo for ns 
that we could not do much better if we were free to do if for 
aurseketf All that can be toiid for any government ■* that it 
organises and direct s o hut w e actually do —rmd direct* it for 
unds with w hich none of us nre ever wilisM w ho has ever 
lnvn satisfied with any govcnutoiU? And what lire file ends 
to which goverumvnts direct mir anergic*? fhey say the end 
is our own well-being, but it nearly alw ays teems to hr u new 
war doesn't if? They say they want to defend our freedom, but 
„tl the tune they seem to he taking our freedom aw ay, and com 
trolling our lives more completely themselves. they say tlwy 
know what is best for uu, hut it ts small eOnsolillfori when we 
are being conscripted, directed, or taxed up to the eyebrows, to 
be asked to belter e “it is for your own good ■ 

jVor cun w'c take serrons/y the mock light he/Weeu the 
political oar tics, for the differences between them tire rapidly 
disappearing and the struggle is descending to the level of dogs 


fighting over « hone. l/n/ortunnfeJy, wc arc the bone, and 
whichever side wins, we sJm/l he buried for the next live years, 
to he dug up in time for the next dog-hghi. And we arc supposed 
to get enthusiastic over such issues as false teeth , a forger petrol 
ration, or vague promises of houses which arc never built, whi/e 
over us hangs the shadow of atomic warfare, which will he an 
ever-present threat us long us governments exist. 

No, Jet us have no illusions. All the Imlluhuloo and mirj- 
sfjfigmg and touirug for votes simply covers up ihc opportunism 
of the j'oh-seeiters, «nd the futility of the whole silly business, 
flow can one man who does not even live in your neighbourhood 
and does not know your needs or potentialities, represent i t >u 
uud thousands of your neighbours (all with different needs and 
potentialities) in u parliament which cannot be concerned with 
your welfare but only with abstractions like **fbe Nation”, “the 
State", etc,? 

They will all offer you bribes, hut none of them lv ij/ , c jf 
you the frufh : that the real issues to-day are those of the 
iilitiiorJtariiin state against your individiml liberty, of universa/ 
militarism against your right to refuse to support war, of 
inhuman cctitraJisif/ion against responsible dc^ccn/rnfisntion of 
financial'tyranny against your right to be economically free of 
censorship against culiimil freedom. 

All that yon do w hen you cast a vote is to keep the old 
system going—you perpetuate your own irresponsibility Air vour 
own life. The most democratic thing about it | s j| mf thereby 
von choose which master you will serve —but your servitude is 
the same whichever master you choose. 


The road to ftcedoui arid equality does no/ take ns through 
(he hullo/ box; it lies through our taking responsibility for oor 
on u destiny, and through our striving, in our own personal lives 
here and now, to throw off the shackles of authority and In seofr 
our humanity in co-operation w ith our fellow men and vpome 
throughout the world. The best advice then, that can be ghZn 
/« those about to vole tut Doirf do f/I Instead, take cv , 
direct means at your disposal to fiy-pass politics and tbe sti A 
uvoiiomic sisleitt poJirrcinna support ; take back your djgrirrv^ 
i liuitiim being and fake back your rcsjainsibility for y ** 
environment and your life. - . otir 

Nb Header w ill give us freedom—that we must earn bv 
on 11 efforts I ' ' OUr 

Thi is available as a leaflet (\J. p cr IQQ j j rom 
Union of Amrchht Groups, 27 Red Lion ‘Street, London, W,C\i 
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the discussion of political campaigns 
attention it usually focussed on the 
cortifill of propaganda utterances. Much 
ley RitemJon is paid to the forms in 
which the propaganda is presented, to the 
nature of the mechanisms by which the 
politician appeals to his public- Yet this 
is a field in which the study of form and 
mechanism arc alUimporatrii. For the 
politician can afford to be insincere in 
the content of his. propaganda, he can 
mate promises he has no intention or 
means of fulfilling, speak in defence of 
a freedom he intends u> destroy, offer a 
peace he wishes to break at the earliest 
possible moment, but he can do this only 
if he retains a sufficient technique of 
appealing lo the rational and the even 
more powerful Irrational elements in 
human thought,. To lose this faculty 
means in most cases the doom of a 
politician. Only if he is a man whose 
aspirations conform in a striking way with 
those of the people, will he outlive a tack 
of ability in the craft of propaganda. 
And he will then succeed because he 
really has that community of interests 
with his supporters w r hich most politicians 
seek to simulate. 

The vast majority of politicians succeed 
by methods which involve a hidden dis¬ 
tortion of the truth in their at tempt to 
gain support by appealing to the most 
widespread popular desires. In other 
words, they win success by some kind of 
verbal fraud. Where such a condition 
exists, as it almost invariably does, where 
a “gift of the gab’ 1 rather than any 
genuine sympa thy for the needs and 
aspirations of his electors is the means by 
which a party boss reaches his position, it 
is not surprising that so often in modern 
life the word pofriicj should have become 
almost synonymous with corruption and 
ihe word propaganda with /i«, 

Clearly, the only way people can be 
freed from the power of the word and 
concept juggling politician is by the 
arduous process of growing understanding 
and independence of thought. It is the 
ignorant and mentally immature who are 
the principal victims of the political 
propagandist, as they are of the com¬ 
mercial advertiser. One of the most ac¬ 
complished masters of propaganda in our 
age, the late Adolf Hitler, consistently 
emphasised the fruitfulness of the appeal 
which is based on a low intellectual level, 
as when he said in Mein Kampf : 

“All propaganda must be popular, 
and its Intellectual level must be in ac¬ 
cordance with the intelligence of the 
greatest dullard among those at whom 
It is directed. Thus the greater the 
numbers of those at whom it is directed 
the lower will he its level. But if its 
object is 10 draw a whole people within 
its range, no precautions lo avoid too 
high an intellectual level can be 
excessive. 1,1 

Hitler, like Machlavclli, revealed the 
secrets of his trade with an open cyni¬ 
cism. But, because such admissions have 
rarely been made, we should not imagine 
that other politicians have neglected to 
practice the precepts which Hitler dis¬ 
cussed openly. On the contrary, almost 
every successful party leader, whether he 
comes from the left, the centre or the right, 
has been helped on his wav to power by 
the fret use of propaganda whose inten¬ 
tion is not to expose the truth, but merely 
to convince men of his worthiness, and 
this propaganda has always been most 
successful when it has been conducted at 
the most elementary and irrational level. 

Propaganda uses almost every device 
the modern publicist and psychologist 
have placed at its service, and takes a 
surprising variety of forms, even if we 
ignore the closely related craft of com¬ 
mercial advertising. In its most elaborate 
forms it involves the creation of myths 
regarding the future and of legends re¬ 
garding the past, by which the findings of 
the historian and die social scientist are 


THE POLITICAL MYTH 


distorted to fit ip with I he requirements 
of the party which appropriates them, 
Ul such manifestations I have already 
written elsewhere (in the Writer and 
Polity) bur in the present notes I am 
concerned with a much more simplified 
and much more widely used propaganda 
device, the slogan. 1 h 


Vj® Ticant originally a 

Highland war-cry, and in a sense this" re¬ 
mains a fair approximation to its signifi¬ 
cance m our day. For what we mean by 
a slogan is m fact a striking phrase in 
which is condensed an aspect of the overt 
programme of a political group, an d 
which can be used as a rallying cry for 
the party s own members, or, more often 
as a simple and vivid mean*; of trim 
muting to outsiders the essence of its 
promises. Sometimes, also, and particu- 
larly when used by governments in a time 
of crisis, slogans take the form of urges 
to action or indirect commands. But 
always, whatever may be their use, the 
essence of slogans lies in their simplicity, 
brevity and condensation. And, for this 
reason, another of their characteristics is 
superficiality. Even if a man who invents 
* 5 ^ ean ? es]rcs therein what 

he honestly believes, he can only present 
its most vague and generalised form, for 
it is Clearly impossible to express a 
philosophy of life, or, for that matter, a 
practical means of curing unemployment 
in a single phrase. So the slogan writer 
composes a group of words which will 
strike the reader’s eye, and which, in 
striving to be arresting, he must manipu¬ 
late until it achieves a certain simple 
pattern attractive to the unthinking 
mind- But the most striking ten words 
to describe a policy need not be the most 
accurate, and, in consequence, the formal 
needs of propaganda imply a distortion 
which must be superimposed on the loss 
of meaning already involved in the process 
of simplification, 


All this so far presupposes that the 
composer of slogans is really concerned 
to present what he conceives to be the 
truth in the best possible wav- Bui, in 
fact, most politicians arc concerned mainly 
to gam popular support for their own 
accession to power, and, in order 
achieve this support, they are ready „ 
invert slogans, and even whole false pro¬ 
grammes and policies, solely in order 
convince the populace, or some particu¬ 
larly important section thereof, of their own 
worthiness. In such a situation, a slogan 
assumes a totally new significance. It 
no longer a simplification of a party' 
real intentions, but a phrase which it. 
originators calculate will make an appeal 
iu popular sentiment, irrespective of its 
relevance to any concrete intentions ol 
Lite group it represents. Thus it in fact 
becomes, in its most successful form, a 
symbol of the most pressing desires and 
needs of the masses, behind which a party, 
pursuing its own ends, moves forward to 
power. 

Slogans have reached their most effec¬ 
tive, and most distorted forms during the 
past century and, particularly, since the 
rise of totalitarian politics- Slogans, 
indeed, have existed since classical 
antiquity, but in past ages they usually 
had some direct reference to the subject 
with which they were connected. For 
Instance, there is Cato's celebrated slogan! 
“Carthage must be destroyed/’ This 
really did represent Cam’s opinion and 
his political programme, and its main 
effectiveness lay in its baldness and the 
relentless assiduity with which its creator 
repeated it until he had turned it into 
reality. But it had already that charac¬ 
teristic of simplification by which the 
mind is lulled to the full meaning of 
the whole cumplex of circumstances which 
underly it. “Carthage" becomes an ab¬ 
straction, and thr people who hear this 
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at kast as we know them, were little used 
n the a nci ent or the mediaeval world- The 
intensive cultivation of propaganda comes 
only when the masses of the people move 
into historical significance, and in a world 
™here emperors, kings and narrow oli¬ 
garchies hold sway it exists only In the 
most rudimentary forms. In the medieval 
world the most commonly used slogans 
adhered closely to the original definition, 
for they were rallying cries of the sup¬ 
porters of kingly or aristocratic parties 
and were usually concerned with personal 
loyalties rather than with political 
policies. It was only here and there, 
where some rudimentary democracy 
existed, as in Rome or Athens or the 
Italian city states, that genuine political 
slogans appeared, and even these were 
rarely more developed than that of Cato. 

It was at the-close of the Middle Ages 
that really popular movements began lo 
arise, in the peasant revolts and the 
rad tea I religious sects. And it is from 
this period that we can trace the most 
important early growth of slogans of the 


modern type, based on a popular grasp 
of simple social ideals and an increasingly 
conscious demand among the populace 
for improvements in, their conditions of 
life. To the English peasant insurrections 
of the Nth century belongs that cele¬ 
brated and most effective slogan; 

“When Adam delved and Eve span, ■ 
Who was then the gentleman?" 

This couplet contains, firstly, a con¬ 
densed myth of a Golden Age of equality, 
secondly, an implied reference to the 
present age of inequality which has de¬ 
parted from the simplicity of the Golden 
Age, and, thirdly., a suggestion that the 
people should give thought to this weighty 
matter. On the merely technical plane it 
was successful, partly because of its rela¬ 
tion to familiar Biblical mythology, 
partly because, by reference to such con¬ 
crete occupations as delving and spinning, 
it bore a direct relation to the daily lives 
of the people who heard it, and partly 
because, in an age when people were ac¬ 
customed to rhymed proverbs and other 
jingles, it had a pleasant sound and W1S 
easy on the tongue. 

This was not merely one of the most 
effective slogans, in relation lo its time, 
that has ever been invented; it was j I ho 
one of (he most innocuous since, in a 
simple society, it could be taken as a 
fair and reasonably accurate generalisation 
of the issue it represented, that of re¬ 
placing feudalism by a more equitable 
social order- There is no doubt that the 
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TriESE pamphlets are both well worth 
reading, for each of'them coma in 5 its 
proportion of sound argument, and they 
do help to illuminate certain important 
aspects of the relationship between war 
and politics. But they both reach con¬ 
clusions which seem clearly at variance 
with the evidence they have accumulated 
and which appear to illustrate very aptly 
the kind of fear to draw logical conclu¬ 
sions which still seems to be a failing of 
the pacifist movement in general. 

Wilfred Wellock sets out 10 discuss the 
relationship between war and a form of 
economy based on the traditional capit¬ 
alist ideas of international trade. He 
shows how the present efforts of the 
British government to find its salvation in 
the expansion of overseas markets will 
eventually lead only to greater crises and 
will probably have its end in war. And 
he puts forward a very eloquent plea for 
an attitude to life based on the fulfilment 
of human potentialities, which, he be¬ 
lieves, can best be achieved through a 
decentralised society, regionally integrated 
so far as production is concerned, and 
providing for a qualitative expansion of 
living rather than a quantitative expansion 
of production. So far, so good. It is 
when we come to the achievement of this 
happy state that the pamphlet tails off 
into nothingness. For Wellock seems lo 
think that this change of direction can in 
fact be taken by a British government 
[hat would lead the world to sanity. True, 
he does say that a government a lone 
could not succeed, but surely the very 
qualities which he demands of the people, 
vocation, community, co-operation, etc., 
are precisely those that are opposite to 
the idea of government, A communal 
and co-operative free society has to be 
wholly so; there is no place for the state 
in the same pattern of development, and, 
in fact, if the result Wellock hopes to 
see is to be achieved at all, it will be 
done by the people in spite of and in 
opposition to their governments. 

In Peace or Forty, Frank Hancock gives 
an interesting analysis of the way in 
which the I .a boor Party and its leaders 
have consistently betrayed the anti- 
miiiLarisi sentiments which ihcy voiced 
during the period between the two wars. 
The text is documented by apt quotations, 
and It is interesting to be reminded that 
I '>25 Ernest Rev in said: "We must 
Leach our children that resistance to war 
is more glorious than to take part in it," 
and that as recently as l L )3S the present 
Prime Minister (Aulee) warned ihait: 

The more you pile up armaments ihe 
more unsafe rite wurkl becomes." 

One would think that these lessons 
would make such pacifists as Frank 
Hancock draw the obvious conclusion, 
that the exigencies of political power draw 
the pDliiidan inevitably inio the vicious 
spiral of violence; the SLate only lives by 
physical power, and ii was not accidentjl 
that George Lanxbury was leader ofc-ihe 
Party only at the lime when it was Jur- 
thest from authority. But the sujLh'or nf 
this pamhlel nUvuaiteH ihal. padJjj»t» make 
' Under llic banner 
- - War Candidates 
ftopnrrnLLCCi which Ertes to reconcile the 
op fill-.lies of 0 povern merits | lv planned 
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THE DIPLOMAT hy 
Aldridge. (BudJcy 
12 / 6 ) 

HIS very long and at times 
repetitive and tedious novel might 
be called a study in social anthro¬ 
pology, in which category it is an 
interesting and even valuable docu¬ 
ment. Novels about ’diplomacy 7 
invariably go all wrong: in the 
statement of the political problems 
dealt with, and in the analyses and 
presentation ol the character of the 
diplomats involved in them. But not 
so The Diplomat. This author really 
knows what he is writing about. The 
problem is the Azerbaijan 'incident’ 
of 1946, in which the U.S.S.R, and 
Britain (and, of course, the Azer¬ 
baijani!) were involved, The prin¬ 
cipal British diplomat (sent on special 
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The Power of Ihe 


legal victory of Mccro-Goldwyn 
Mayer over Miss Arnot Robertson 
is a xinisrer one. Three and a half years 
ago, il may be remembered, rills company 
wrote to ihe B.B.C. complaining about 
Miss RwCTMn broadcast reviews of 
their films,, refusing to invjre her 10 
attend the press shows of their future 
releases, and asking the B.B.C. to co¬ 
operate by rest mining her from reviewing 
them. The B.B.C,, to their credir, refused 
to place restraints upon the freedom of 
their critic, ami Miss Arnot Robertson 
issued a writ against M-G-M. for libel 
und slander. The jury awarded her 
s. 1,000 for iihel and £MJ0 for shndcr, 
and ihe judge agreed with their decision. 
In 1948 the Court of Appeal nut aside 
this decision, und the House of Lords last 
week upheld the Appeal Coun’s findings. 

Maw this sort of thing is regenable 
enough at the best of Limes, for critics 
ought to have a kind of privilege and 
there is something unattractive in touchi¬ 
ness about Criticism. Again, the idea that 
all arc equal before the law becomes quite 
Obviously the absurdity it really is when 
an individual is pitted against a vast 
company far whom £1,500 damages is 
a trifling figure. 

Bui the matter goes deeper than this. 

It is notorious LhaL films Jo general are 
the most appalling drivel, and the few 
films of quality that are made by no 
means make up fur the prevailing low 
quality, AparL from heing a tiny fraction 
of the total output, iltey seldom achieve 
general showings ouLside certain "cultural" 
cinemas. Now a reviewer cannot confine 
himself to this tiny minority of films; he 
must deal with the main stream of films, 
cmd if he htui uny pretensions to taste 
Lind li regard far the truth, he esm only 
me the idci thm they are in the main 
imply drivelling. A film company .can 
sav ihat this is naL criticism, but it docs 
not a her ihe fact. Obviously, ihe future 
quality uf films Llepends on informed and J 


clear criticism, and a critic' 
responsibilities if he dijtf 
films "on their merits" 
them off as—rubbish, 

Ycc when a critic b,__ 
this and the audience is as 
B.B-C.’s the companies show 
their pockets-—but none at 
future quality of films- 
Robertson decision may be gfi 
it is a retrograde step in Lhe 
freedom of critdsm, and a 
future of films. Indeed, Lite 
many who had followed [he 
have been, "so much the won 
Jaw". 
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other evening a canvasser 
L U 1 Persuade me to voic for 
candidate. Because 
very sincere young 
nm offering me liberal- 
" ttying to sell me a 
tin of fi-vor polish, 1 
in converse'ion, during 
\ I points out that 
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he was much inter¬ 
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wasting his time {1 had 
in any case right from 
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that he agreed 
created more prob- 
Solved and that Anar- 
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jh* anarchists; until 
11? one had to have 


Dreams 

Dreams 


and My 
are Human 


there would never be an alternative 
to government If one is convinced 
that the anarchist idea ij the alterna¬ 
tive to government, then it seems to 
me that whether anarchism can be 
put into operation, now or in a 
thousand years has no bearing on my 
decision to accept the anarchist ideas* 
For the very tact of coming to the 
conclusion that government is a social 
evil; that so long as there are govern - 
ments there will be strife, injustice, 
nationalism, and no real freedom, is 
enough to convince me that to support 
government is wrong, and to attempt 
to reform it, a waste of time. 


one of the probable 
anarch sm movement 
numerically, is that 
of young people 
f who would reeog- 
the anarchRt 
feel that by 
they will cease 
influence the 
nts. Many of 
spare time to 
ich they hope to 
idealism and 
p party to power, 
ountry. What 
end is that 
abandons all 
disgust and joins 
30—40% of the 
1 not vote or, if he 
jtombes and 
life, succeeds 
si ladder {via 
, party branch, 
' n) by which 
I and forgotten 
when as an 


It is significant that none of the 
local candidates have promised free¬ 
dom when trying to persuade me to 
vote for them. The Communist, It 
is true., dqcs include something on the 
subject of strengthening "democratic 
rights” and if he is given the power 
declares he will fight for “the ban¬ 
ning of all Fascist organisations”. 
Quite apart from the ability of the 
Communists to interpret the word 
“Fascist” to include everyone except 
Party members, the fact of “banning” 
an organisation is itself undemocratic 
as the Communists themselves so 
rightly point out when they arc the 
subject of the “banning”. No, all 
that the parties offer me as an in¬ 
ducement to vote for them are 
promises of improved material con¬ 
ditions and in return for these pro¬ 
mises (let us assume that they are 
concrete realities) I am expected to 
sign away my individuality, my right 
to life my live my way, my whole 
sense of individual responsibility. 
This is a price which I am not pre¬ 
pared to pay even to exercise my 
“right" to vote. 


We are also told that voting, be¬ 
sides being a right, h also a duty. 
And the argument is often used that 
by not voting we are helping re¬ 
actionaries to get into power. This is 
an old red-herring, dragged out on 
every occasion where it is a question 
of choosing between two evils. Even 
assuming that Labour is not as bad 
as Tory, the fact remains that neither 
party in power will bring about the 
society that every ordinary man and 
woman dreams of. For the world 
people dream of is one in which wars 
will no longer be a life-long threat 
to them and their children; insecurity 
will not longer haunt their minds; 
human pettiness, jealousy and in¬ 
justices will no longer exist to em¬ 
bitter their relations; a lifetime, is no 
longer spent doing work which they 
hate or which bores them; a world in 
which they will no longer be told con¬ 
tinually what is good or bad for them. 
For governments* of whatever colour, 
think in terms of manpower* pro¬ 
duction, profits* laws and Acts of 
Parliament, And behind them all* 
seeing that the Machine operates 
efficiently: Force. 

Your dreams and my dreams are 
human, not statistics or cash columns 
or documents with impressive seals. 
They can only be realised by our own 
efforts (once we free ourselves from 
the effects of the daily Press and the 
political slogans and start to dream). 
We know what we want as no smooth¬ 
tongued political leaders can possibly 
know. 


And the anarchist argument is that 
once an individual has -mentally freed 
himself from the idea of Government, Lhe 
first positive step has been made towards 
the realisation of his dreams. It is a 
difficult step for some 10 take, because 
obviously it involves ihe acceptance of 


personal responsibility and that is the last 
thing Governments encourage; it involves 
lhe principle of doing unto others as you 
would they should do unto you when, Lhe 
others very alien do not share that prin¬ 
ciple, Yet if your values arc not measured 
in terms of income, position and the 
supremacy of force, there is a satisfaction 
in behaving towards your neighbour in a 
way which you feel within you to he the 
right way. it is only when one behaves 
decently oneself that one can expect 
similar behaviour in others. I always 
suspect those people who have a low 
opinion of their fellow-beings. 

All I have said* let me hasten to add, 
has nothing to do with religion. All 1 
acn trying to suggest is that life will be 
simpler and happier when the present 
conflict in men's lives is rcsoived. This 
Jekyll and Hyde existence* this conflict, 
is between what one knows deep down is 
right or wrong and what an irrational 
respect for the infallibility of authority 
(government] leads one to accept as right 
or wrong- 

For no man or woman who is prepared 
to support a 11 just war" can morally 
oppose the hydrogen bomb, bacterial war¬ 
fare, atrocities or even plain murder. No 
man who supports the idea of ''my 
country, right or wrong” can morally 
appose genocide* gas chambers and con¬ 
centration camps, No person who believes 
in the profit system and property rights 
can moralty oppose exploitation* starva¬ 
tion* unemployment and destitution. 

And people attempt to resolve this con¬ 
flict by shifting the responsibility to 
“superior brains”* “after all we don't 
know the tme facts"* etc. And atom 
bombs, conscription* imprisonment without 
trial and Means Tests* from being wrong 
become right. But it is only a relative 
“right 1 '' which in the long run is as wrong 
as ever it was. 

The conscious refusal to vote in the 
coming elections, then, is a manifestation 
of one's determination 10 be free to 
organise one's own life. If we put our 
lives in the hands of politicians we are 
just pawns, to be used and sacrificed, 
dehumanised and demoralised, in the game 
of power politics and in the interests of 
strategy. By refusing to be “used” our 
road may appear more difficult and often 
be very uncomfortable- But how much 
fuller and purposeful as well! 

V.R, 
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I T mav seem very naive u> raise the 
question of voting for politicians, 
whether left or right, in an Anarchist 
paper. Most individuals fully accepting 
the Libertarian position know full wet! the 
implications of voting in the■ 
forms of government, no matter how 
demiratic their Election 
appear to be. But, msp.te of 
a subiect worthy of continued auction, 
because it goes to the roots Anarchist 
philosophy. 

When .Ins Election i. in Ml 

will br many workers whose real 
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a negation- of his whole philosophy and 
convictions. If you preach non-voting 
for four years* Jind then face the fifth 
year with a spineless declaration of a vole 
for “the lesser evil”, then it were best LO 
admit our critical worker as correct in his 
analysis of Libertarian ideas, and to keep 
[hem within the cosy lounge of the house 
and the pub on the corner. If we voie 
in person when we write and speak 
against it in fact, wc arc no better than 
ihc political mountebanks wc condemn. 

Sec Through If J 

As Libertarians, many of us have made 
the error of thinking the majority of 
workers understand the rnanceuvres and 
scheming of the politicians. While many 
workers do see through the face of send¬ 
ing a political candidate to a Centralised 
Seat of Authority, where decisions are 
made quite contrary to their real needs 
and aspirations, they do not relate tins 
10 their own lack of intelligence and 
unity !rt failing to organise and equip 


themselves for Syndicalist control in 
industry and decentralised* communal 
living in a free society. 

The position* then, for Libertarians is 
to sec clearly the whole ramifications of 
the State apparatus and to reject abso¬ 
lutely the use of the vote id maintain 
and propagate its Authority. What 
measures can he taken at any Election to 
explain methods of opposing the politi¬ 
cians i* another matter, but to secure the 
help of workers, definite ideas of exposing 
Authoritarian leadership—whether mild 
or ruihless—must be adopted in practice* 
and not merely in theory. All Libertarians 
should attend Election meetings; Lhey 
should ask questions on the dynamic 
issues of Peace, Freedom, Food and 
Shelter; they should not be put off by 
pretty, political showmanship, but in 
quiet—if possible—persistent mood* press 
home lhe real truths of life for the 
ordinary folks of ALL countries to-day. 
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To the writer, it seems that 
0 ur task in the Anarchist Move¬ 
ment at the moment is to encourage 
people in think and to reject the limited 
ideologies of Communist, Fascist or 
Democratic Parties; m infuse them with 
new confidence in their own abilities; to 
enlighten them in National and Inter- 
notionul political amt financial manceuVrt*, 
utsd in doing Lhis, show that the ordinary 
people over the whole earth have nothing 
jn common with this scheming- At all 
flection meetings, where lime and num¬ 
bers allow, WC should be raising all these 
jHiffits to the various atidiences and not 
least 10 ihe Labour and Communist ones! 

Whether all this answers the title- 
heading, "Where do Libertarians siand?” 
is doubtful, because no individual can 
wrap up Anarchist teachings in a single 
article. The whole point, seems to be, in 
■ u least trying to tiroim- ihe Libertarian 
Movement, it* the broadest sense, to 11 
knowledge of their opportunity ai Election 
nines in making more converts 10 ihe 
^ lt f ft* 1 freedom and social aware- 
jj tlur, Flection could produce a 
I'oo^rfreiHW' in renders of Prndom and 
further increase in nu taben of people 
really iu*creticd b Anarchism ns n 
Pinclical au-.wer to their individual prob¬ 
lems then wc might be able to even 
grant tli.n this Eleeuon wa ? 0 / ^re 
1 , a iecllan uf th »; community. 

Moonnousi;, 


AMABtBISM 

T70/? those readers who rnsy ^ be 
T to tfc ideas of Anarchism, 
offer ihe following very brief summary 
of irs main tenets, pointing out ihat 
the word “Anarchy” dots not mean 
“chaos”, but amply “without govern 
ment”. 

Anarchists Opposet 
CAPITALISM : F*, hi* «*npmTc 

whflram CTwisenlilp or esntror *F th* fp*n * 
of production Ft In th* hflfldt of tn* 
whrthnr prr*at* t>wfli«hfp of a n*tion*ru#d 
bo-ard—and the mj|odlr *rp implored 
mtnlr ti wjgi'tf-jv*!, omf th* motiv* T or 
production fr not th* n**d of t*. ™ m ‘ 
m-unitjr, bat profit. 

NATIONALISM: Hi. natur*! gutesmd oj 
patrfotfim. both Srratfoniil cunfi wiiTch 
divlda ptOpl*l aeofnpt **ch otflar «od 
mat* tham maiy pf*f for 
Ml LI TA It I SM ; Hi* celt of th* tFerFlf c-llon fl* 
r*Qim*nlatfon and fmpoMd dJ*c(pJffl*, 
■■p*c1*!V Hirgu^fi th* *rm*d forc#f, th# 
m#](i function of which if to itrwta 
obaefinne* fo #uth&r>Ey *nd prapardtloa for 
WAft : it is 01*1*11 to Imagine that p#*e# 
Cira b* pr*l*r*«d br pr»paralioil f&r war. 
or that th* lot* I w*rf fll mod*rn ti(fi*-S 
e#a b» *ith*r lest or justf1f*d. War J* 

* p*rman*ht r«*tur« 0 -f gpv*rnm*l»r*F, 
capitariii locittr. and will not disappear 
until that form of 1«]#lir disappaari. 

THE STATE r which is tti* p*rm*n*>il itructur* 
of asilh^rttr pw*r th* community, .md wi*lds 
its ppwar through th* jrm*d forrn, th* 
police th* l«qal *hd prison ipNmf *i 
th* various minis trial of gov»rom*nt. and 
cd pperalas with lh* Church in d*n1*l of 
mania I, phrlical and material freedom. 

Anarchists Proposed 
FREE ACCESS for *N to th* meant pi pro¬ 
duction and distribution. Industry should 
be organfiacf on the basis of OpualFty for 
atl conc*rn«d in It, Ihrough 
WOmCEHS' CONTROL and th* ouldinq prlfl- 
Crpl* should bn: '’From each according 
to hit ability, to each according to his 

FfttF CONSUMPTION, r*sultlng from th# 
abolition of meuiau and th* wages system 
jby th* us* of Which- worAo-rs era robbed 
of th* fruill of thalr labours] Should b« 
ra-nardad aj fh# right of all— uncondition¬ 
ally,, Mod*rn technology should b* appliad 
to lb* problems of satisfying th# n**dl 
of th* Community and not b# hirnufid 
to dastructlw* ends. 

PEACE can only be achieved by th# creation 
or a rial I NTEfl NATIONAL IS M of outlopk 
by tha paoples pf th* world, ■pvar-ficfifHJ 
national boundaries and abolishing thair 
national Thll * Mai Is 

SOCIAL REVOLUTION, which ihould prorfuc* 
vFpf*nc* only if national state! uSe fare* 
to d*f*nd the old order of society which 
is So Obviously suicidal. This revpM.on 
can only be brought about by the direct 
action of those who wish it; |h* power 
Structure cf s#cr*ty cannot be alt|r*d bv 
giving Dower to different Individuals in 
the vain hop* of their remaining un- 


THE FBK SOCrETT, or co-opafativ* 
monweaFth; ].#,, Eh#| farm pf society based 
■upon Flbartv and fustic* and incorporating 
the _ principles Outlined above, Munidpal 
affairs organised through Ideal communes; 
no centralised authority, no law. With 
th* abolition of private property and 
compulsive morality, n« criminals. Freedom. 


Government Campaign 
Against Doukhobors 

w E . Icam that M, Verigin and 
J. Podovinikoff of thr HilHen 
Community of Doukhobors (des¬ 
cribed by George Woodcock in 
Freest?™ for 2^/10/49)* and John 
Lebcdoff of the Sons of Freedom 
Commune ai Krestova, have been 
arrested as part of an artii- 
Doukhobor drive by the British 
Columbia Government. 
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in the Lords io deplore 


Christian materialism in the working- 
it «a.^s to he funny. Due can 
bnugifcu: a man who has spent ^ of 
his life sending boys to prison defending 
this terrible record by the excuse that he 
Unted to protect property, but bow can 
one take it seriously when he boasts that 
hr has devoted his life to juvenile Wcl- 
EU? He may think that their real interest 
lies not With being let off but with being 
mi nisheds identifying his own interest With 

K x 4 t-.v rsKiHlir ilisI as ant's 


O’- 


the pontifical peer orating on materialism. 
Their ideas, of doing good w bound 
up inextricably with the capitalist system, 
and all the forms of law and punishment 
musi inevitably bc bound up with main¬ 
tenance of the class-divided system. 

Common Ground 

> UT of election time nobody seriously 
denies the anarchistic views about 
parliamentarism i and everybody knows ft 
is only one more successful racket which 
has been incorporated into ihc State 
machinery just as the many feudal relies 
that clutter it up, to the advantage of 
various tilled odd-job men from the 
Keeper of the King's Bedchamber out¬ 
wards. However, when election time ap¬ 
proaches, grave doubts afflict the elector¬ 
ate. Like children at a Wild West Show 
the excitement gets a bit too much for 
them. Hearing the shouting and the 
turmoil and the vilification and the down¬ 
right scandal, they cannot settle themselves 
down to the belief that it is only a sham 
fight. Why the posters and the window 
cards and loud-speaker vans? Nobody 
is going to change a serious opinion held 


UNION OF ANARCHIST GROUPS: 
CENTRAL LONDON 

INDOOR Lectura-Dlscusslon* every 
Sundty el 7.30 p.m. at the 
Trada Union Club, Groat Nawpori SL, 
W.C.2 | Mar Leicester Square Station J T 

February 19th Spanker: Albert Metier 
"THE FUTILITY OF ELECTIONS" 
February 26th Speaker John Hawaiian 
"THE IMPACT OF BIRTH CONTROL * 1 
March 5th A Da bate 

“THAT WORKERS' CONTROL WILL RE 
ESTABLISHED BY INDUSTRIAL ACTION 
ALONE." 

Pfopoisr: Philip Sen tom ( London Anarchist 
Croup). 

Qpposer; Don Bannister j London League for 
Warkan' Control 

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP 
INDOOR MEETINGS every Sunday at 
7 p.m, at the 

CENTRAL HALLS, 25 BATH STREET, 
GLASGOW, 

Frar* Laech, John Gafin.y. Eddie ShaW. 

MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST GROUP 

OPEN DISCUSSION MEETINGS 
held fortnightly 

PLEASE NOTE: NEXT MEETING 
Sunday, Fab, 25th. at 740 p.m. 
Meeting! fortnightly thereafter. 
Enquiries: Ring Royal 4669 

COLNE & NELSON DISTRICT 

Diieuition Group 
to bn held fortnightly. 

Sunday, Tab, 2Slh, at 3.0 p.m, 

at 

Twlitari and Drawer! Club, 
Cambridge Strait. Coin® [Lenct.j 

HAMPSTEAD 

Dluunien Meeting! 

are held ***ry Tuaiday, at 7.30 p.m, prompt 
at 

5 r Yillav on-fchti-Henitih, 

Vale of Health, Hampulaad. N.W.3 
“WILHELM REICH'' 
piicu irion lad by Pip Welker 


ANARCHIST SUMMER 
SCHOOL I960 

li hai been iuggeited that Ike Summer 
School b* hold m London thli year. WMI 
Groups- end Individual! tend "Fro adorn" 
their views or alternative Kuggaitloni2 
Remember that tho School has to ha 
planned a cgniiderabl* lime In advance. 


lor many years merely because somebody 
says Vote for Lowibury-Goodby” in a 
loud voice. Such electioneering is merely 
to whip up excitement and persuade ihc 
public into believing something vital is 
bi slake. How can the poor mun-in-ihe- 
strect maintain his usual contempt for 
politics and politicians when the Press 
scorches its pages with verbnl duels of 
the opposing sides? - 

It is, however, to ignore ihe whole 
lesson of events if one imagines that 
people attack each other less because they 
ait closer akin. In point, of fact, Hhe 
heretic is always considered worse than 
the infidel" as is certainly seen in the case 
of religion, A Bengali why came to live 
tn Belfast would be hard put io Li to dis¬ 
cover why (he _ Christians there hated 


ihcy 

inner, 
industrial 


sooncT or " t ^ rip, ' n S bourgeoisie, But 

wa, fT£T 3lJC . JS3U<? ’ foe Liberal Party 
the n criaia flnd !t entered 

not dn , f Us Krcat ^ lits - These were 
in - J to rc wi “ liUe * bLJt chang- 

of England, because the Whig 


each other 

... u 'ith Catholic and Proliant 

alike, but imagine him living peacefully 

1h ?!! a i? I C Moslems anti Hindu* 
wuld still lift sticks and stones J The 
Belgians, the Finns, the Armenians, ihc 
Mexicans and the Irish will each relate 
lor indisputable reasons the crimes of one 
of the Great Powers, but in every case 
il happens to be the one which is their 
nearer neighbour. The more they are 
the same, the more is their fury at their 
differences. 

The Russian Empire Issue 

IN certain countries of (he world 
electoral activity has taken on a dis¬ 
tinct edge, which is quire different from 
the issues at stake in the British 
elections, because they hinge on the rival 
Powers and their supporters, Under 
various suitable disguises borrowed from 
political phraseology, parties simply fight 
out Ihe argument time in and time out, 
“America versus Russia". It suits them 
to disguise ^ the issue as “Democracy 
versus Totalitarianism”, or “Communism 
versus Capitalism”, but that is only the 
window-dressing for fools—die fight be¬ 
tween imperialist powers has been going 
on long before the current excuses and 
will continue Jong after they are as dead 
as the slogans ol the 'thirties or even 
the early ’forties. 

In England this issue doe? not arise 
because the Communist Party is too small 
to be taken seriously. It is certainly going 
to run a hundred candidates, and theme 
who take politics a bit too seriously even 
imagine this will “split the working-class 
voce” a little. As is known to everyone* 
however, except the newspapers, where it 
would be too startlingly in contradiction 
with paper-talk to be taken seriously, the 
Communists 1 intervention invariably splits 
the middle-class Liberal vote, because 
outside the party-liners, the hotch-potch 
of petty bourgeoisie who vote Communist 
would vote Liberal and not Labour* just 
as they read the News Chronicle if not, 
□r as well as, the Daily Worker, hut not 
the Daily Herald. This might give the 
Chronicle's A. J. Cummings blood- 
pressure nowadays, but, after all, be was 
the darling of the Popular Procters when 
he covered up fur Dimitrov and led Lhe 
fellow-travellers in the dear dead days be¬ 
yond recall* and one may change- one’s 
opinions but not the results of one’s 
farmer opinions. 

It is this Communist intervention which 
vidIf, in fact, put paid to die Liberals 
once and for all, although the Con¬ 
servative line of wooing the Liberals is 
based on a contrary belief. Most business¬ 
men would like to sec the Liberals in 
because they want the Socialists out and 
are afraid I hat a Tory victory would mean 
an undisciplined Labour movement— 
which is far too much of a compliment io 
Transport House. However, whatever 
may happen to the Liberal label now be¬ 
ing steadily pinched by such 7‘ory candi¬ 
dates as are justly ashamed of ihcir own 
name, the Liberal Party is finished. Ita 
achievements have always been grossly 
over-rated, partly because of Churchill be¬ 
ing reluctant to admit he was ever wrong 
however much he contradicted himself 
and pertly because all sides are anxious 
W f" l * " e L '^ crfll vote. Not only have 
She Libera la been anxious to take the 
credit for reforms which were forced out 
nf them by. long itruggks—but we are 
even expected to be thankful to them for 
the dole. 

“Two Nations" Theory 

T H l E TwkSj in seeking to prove they 
have always been Liberals as heart, 
invariably go hack in Disraeli. Bui ihey 
overlook Disraeli's shrewd attitude io the 
fW S ' ■ Hc R:iw m0rc de,r, y iNm any 

SsrsELrr" ** i * ,u ™ ° [ ‘I* 

cjaSH war—na he put it. "[J,c 
nations . He frankly appealed to ihe 
S^X* 3 ***" l . u ™pptm the Tories be- 
CJI'BC the Liberals were then ihe party of 
ue capita lui- Who oppressed the working 
men uf the ernes, whereas ihe Turin J 
ibe landowning aristocracy, whale 
dtd 10 Ihe hindworkcr und small 
behaved impeccably to ihe 
worker I The Tories were quire willing 
to gram concession! to rhe fndusirliil 
worker when he was exploitvd by tbdr 


* Help ME toGet It —It’s 
Foit Your Own Good! * 

capitalists and Tories were becoming 
identical. The Dcrbys and Russel Is still 
predominated in Tory counsels, but the 
shadow of the Woollens was already upon 
them, the capitalist class found its level 
hand-in-glove with the aristocracy, and 
the differences between Liberalism and 
Conservatism became academic. Of 
course they persisted* just as the differ¬ 
ences between Roundhead and Cavalier 
persist, but the real struggle was dead. 

The ambitious politicians who have 
sought recently to revive the Liberal 
Party claim to represent all classes be¬ 
cause thev no longer represent any, They 
have fcreeled out the job-seekers and do- 
gooders and get-rich-C[uickcrs and party- 
switchers and foisted alt the hotch-potch 
off as a “Liberal bunch of candidates”. 
Bul that is only a political sideshow. It 
may not last much longer. 

Social Democracy 

r I ’Ll E growth of the working-class meve- 
J - ment has meant the rise of the Labour 
Party. It should not be overlooked that 
this rise is far deeper than the mere five 
years of this Government. For years we 
have had municipal socialism, labour 
magistrates, aldermen, members of tri¬ 
bunals, irede unionist representation in 
management and so on. The basic Fabian 
ideas have been adopted and little of their 
original programme of the permeation of 
capitalist society by Statist influence re¬ 
mains unachieved. The Labour Party has 
sought nationalisation and a controlled 
economy in urder to implement the social- 
democratic Fabian programme of State 
capitalism. They do not object to ex¬ 
ploitation provided it is done by the State 
or is at least not very large. They have 
aid down terms of compensation in order 
to perpetuate the present bureaucratic 
adnuiuitrBLioii of the monopoly industries 
which have become nationalised. The 
structure of the Boards they have created 
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for deploring materialism” when they 


think their profits are affected by not 
being able to build super-cmemai or take 
enough money for a Swiss holiday 1 This, 
however, has always been the nuhude of 
every ruling-class faced with the prospect 
of having to re-adapt itself to n new 
system of society. We are passing from 
the capitalist era tn the State capitalist 
era; the Labour Party ts making the path 
smooth for them by providing the mach¬ 
inery in which thetr sons at least will 
bc employed, hut so far from (hanking 
them the Tories, sit 11 entrenched in the 
idea that only they are divinely born to 
rule, yell (as Aulce pointed our) "Jobs 
for the Boys” whenever a trade unionist 
is appointed to a job an ex-Etonian might 
have done just as well. 

Vote -— What Fur p 

A S for voting. Should one set the seal 
of approbation on those who rule 
us? Docs it really matter which evil is 
the greater in the circumstances? Thc 
Tories shout in one car, “Keep the 
Socialists out”, and the Socialists shout in 
the other ear, “Keep thc Tories out”, and 
these are the sanesi slogans one can hear, 
but above the hubbub one can appreciate 
that the real economic changes towards 
State capitalism through monopoly are 
coming whatever Party rules. Do 1 
intend to waste my vote? I seldom waste 
paper and may this time go olpng and 
write “No Government” across it, hui I 
do not suppose this wilt do much good 
except provide the returning officer with 
a laugh—“imagine what we should do 
without a government J” as if it was as 
essential as fire and water* and as durable 
as the seas and mountains, 

The serious problems of the day arc 
not connected with thc election in the 
least* and 1 do not believe that the 
electoral period ts as fit a time to discuss 
them as* say, Hampstead Heath on Bank 
Holiday, However, these columns are not 
closed, for anarchists at least have 
higher idea of free expression even in 
present circumstances* than Is summed-up 
by those whose democracy apparently 
consists of voting once every five years, 
and which (to quote a I94S newspaper 
report) “gets rusty” if one of the five- 
year periods Is missed. 
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MARRIAGE Vs. 
FREE LOVE 

A PUBLIC DEBATE was held at 
J ** 1 Youth House, Camden Town cm 6th 
February* on thc motion “Free Love Is 
desirable and practicable in modern 
society,” Thc proposer was Rita Milton* 
seconded by Philip Sansom* of thc 
London Anarchist Groups It was opposed 
by The Rev. K, Macfarlanc Harley* 
seconded by Nancy Holt, of the Marriage 
Guidance Council. 

Rita Milton opened with a very 
moderate statement of the case for free 
unions rather than legal marriage* and 
approached thc subject from personal, 
social and political angles. The Rev, 
Macfarlanc Harley followed, putting the 
“Christian” point of view in opposition 
he referred rather generally to psycho¬ 
logists and anthropologists as supporting 
this viewpoint. It became obvious that 
the gulf between the proposer and 
opposer was extremely wide, and that the 
reverend gentleman understood little of 
thc speech he was attacking. 

Philip Sansom devoted the short time 
at his disposal to dealing with a few of 
the highly-coloured pictures of triumphant 
lust that the opposcr had conjured up. 
Nancy Holt then gave a personal state¬ 
ment of just how happy her marriage had 
been and how happy odiers could be. 
She shuddered to think of the horrors 
which would ensue If "iNjsc people 
managed to force their ideas on ihc 
community. „ . , , _ 

It was noticeable that speakers from 
the floor* both for and against ihe morion, 
appeared to have a far dearer grasp of 
ihe subject under discussion (ban the 
Marriage Guidance Council speakers. 
Many of ihe factual statements winch ihc 
Kev. Macfarlanc Harley made in supoprt 
of his opinion were challenged as being 
wholly inaccurate and misleading. _ 

The summing-up by die two principals 
JX £™ to emphasise that (here was 
JI^H a rounds of agreement 
to the debate. 
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